Elahe Amani is a gender, peace and social justice activist.  Amani first came to United State in 1974 after graduation from Tehran University.  She had a scholarship to attend UCLA and further her education.
She is one of the founders of Independent Iranian Women Organization in 1985 in Los Angeles.  Elahe has also been very active on human rights of immigrant women in the ethnic communities of South Asian, Iranian and the Middle Eastern in Southern California.  

As a lecturer, Elahe has taught courses on Global Women’s Movement and Women in Cross Cultural Perspectives in the Women Studies programs at the California State University (CSU), Long Beach and Fullerton.  Currently, she is   chair of Women Intercultural Network, a global women organization established after the Beijing Women Conference.  She is also chair of the Coalition of Women from Asia and the Middle East ( CWAME ), an Immigrant Women’s Human Rights Organization established in 1991, she is  Orange County Representative of the California Women’s Agenda (CAWA)  She is  on the Advisory Board of the Women Center at CSU, Long Beach.  She has been active with the American Association of University Women and frequent speaker for this organization on issues related to gender, culture and women’s human rights.  She served as International Interest Chair of American Association of University Women in California between 2003-2005.  Most recently she has been elected to be on the founding board of the newly established non profit in Los Angeles called “ Society for the Support of Human Rights in Iran “.
Elahe  is  a peacemaker and trained mediator through the Southern California Mediation Association ( SCMA) and works closely with this association on issues related to gender, culture and mediation.  In 2006 Elahe did a presentation at  SCMA Salon  on Gender and Mediation.  She also presented at the annual conference of SCMA in Pepperdine University on issues related to culture and mediation.  Amani is also affiliated with California Women Neutral which is a network of women mediators in California and an active member of Mediators Beyond Boarders.
Elahe has closely monitored the global women’s movement and is connected with UN constituencies on women and gender.  During the UN 4th World Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995, Elahe presented a paper entitled, Women’s Human Rights and Islam. While chair of the President Commission on the Status for Women at California State University Long Beach, she attended a post-Beijing Conference in Cuba in 1998 and conducted two workshops.   She attended Beijing Plus Five in summer of 2000 in New York,. Since the Beijing conference, Amani has conducted workshops and facilitated numerous dialogues and sessions at local and global conferences.  Amani was also a member of the   Women Intercultural Network US Delegation to Afghanistan in May 2003.  
In Oct 2006, she was one of the plenary session presenters for the Joan B.Kroc Institution of Peace and Justice in their annual conference in San Diego, She also served on the advisory board of the First International Kurdish Women Conference in Kurdistan on March 8th, 2007.  Elahe also served one of the global advisory Board  of “ Stop Stoning Forever Campaign” in Iran.  She works closely with the “One Million Signature to change discriminatory family laws in Iran” and a frequent contributors to the feminist women publications in Iran.
In Feb/March 2007, She presented on two panels at the 51 session of UN Commission on Status of Women, one sponsored by Equality Now on “Stop Stoning Forever Campaign” and the other sponsored by Joan B.Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice on “protecting Women’s Human Rights in the Time of Terror”.  In March 07 She  published  an article “ Women against war and war Against women” which was based on her presentation at the Joan B.Kroc Institute of Peace and Justice.  
Elahe has attended UN Commission on Status of Women in 2008 & 2009 and presented workshops on topics such as “ Women’s Leadership and Women in Leadership” and along with Gloria Steinem on “ 5th International Women Conference “.   In 2009 she presented a paper at York University ( Canada ) Secularism Conference on “ Iranian Women at the Forefront of Struggle for Secularism in Iran”.  She also spoke at the 2009 Iranian Women Studies Foundation in Hannover, Germany.  She attends UN Commission on the Status of Women every year and in 2010 she presented on three panels on Women’s Movement and Social Media organized by Elahe as co-chair of Women Intercultural Network, Violence Against Women organized by San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women.  Women’s Intercultural Network (WIN)  also hosted US Women Connect’s (USWC) stellar panel again at the UN Commission on Women, 54th Session.  She also wrote a comprehensive report about Beijing Plus 15 which is published in many websites.  In 2010 Elahe was the keynote speaker at AAUW Long Beach International Night.
Elahe is an unschooled artist and enjoyed painting and calligraphy.  She had one solo drawing show at Tehran University in 1972 and  participated in a group art show in Los Angles called “ Veiling and unveiling” in 2000. 
Elahe has been a member of California State University family since January 4th 1988.  She worked at CSULB from 88-99.  In 1988, she was elected as the outstanding CSULB employee of the year.  In the same year she also was elected as the President of the Commission on the Status of women at CSULB.  At CSULB she was also a lecturer in the Women Studies Program since 1994.  She took the Associate Director of Student Financial Services at CSU Fullerton in 8/99 while still teaching at the Women Studies Program of CSU Long Beach.  In 2001 she accepted the position of Director of Student Financial Service at Fullerton. Currently she is Director of Technology Services for the Division of Student Affairs at CSU Fullerton and active on campus and nationally to bring new and emerging technologies for teaching and learning to the Student Affairs professionals.
Elahe has received numerous community service awards including but not limited to : 

· Who’s Who in US Executives  1989

· Outstanding  Staff woman -  California Women in Higher Education - 1994

· Outstanding Staff of the Year –CSULB 1998.   

· Outstanding: Elahe Amani
· Women of Distinguished Award  - Category of Human Rights – Soroptomist International 2001

· Community Service Award – Iranian American Women Organization in South Bay  2001

· "It's Not the Years, It's the Milestones”  Celebrating the contribution of three women on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of Women Center @ CSU Long Beach  2002

· Honorary Citizen of City of San Diego – The Office of the Mayer 2006

· Lillian Robles Award for Feminist Activism -  Women Studies Program, California State University Long Beach - 2007

